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There  are  two  things  that  initially  drew  me  to  the  Society  of 
Friends.  One  was  the  manner  of  worshipping  in  silence.  The 
other  was  the  way  business  meeting  was  supposed  to  work. 

Notice  1 said  the  way  it  was  supposed  to  work.  I knew  it 
didn't  always  work  properly.  I used  to  have  to  bring  macrame 
or  needlework  to  business  meeting  to  insulate  myself  from  the 
potential  boredom  of  tedious  meetings. 

Then  I got  so  involved  in  the  process  that  I had  to  lay  down 
my  handwork.  1 no  longer  found  it  necessary. 

In  two  weeks  I will  clerk  the  final  meeting  of  my  two-year 
term  as  co-clerk  of  Corvallis  Meeting.  I remember  the  first 
meeting  I clerked.  I had  to  hold  myself  stUl.  Inside  I was 
shaking  with  apprehension  and  fear.  The  first  meeting  went 
well  and  then  the  next  and  the  next.  We  worked  together.  We 
cracked  a joke  or  two  sometimes  to  relieve  the  tension.  The 
meetings  that  worked  the  best  were  the  ones  where  I was  really 
"there"  in  the  present,  listening,  paying  attention  to  God  and  the 
good  words  of  Friends. 

Several  Friends  look  at  aspects  of  business  meeting  in  this 
issue.  Marybeth  Webster  suggests  we  look  at  our  processes  in  a 
fresh  light;  Lowell  Tozer  considers  concerns  and  Miriam  Berg 
compares  meeting  for  business  and  meeting  for  worship.  Randy 
Herrick-Stare  and  Mary  Lou  Coppock  add  an  element  of  humor 
to  business  considerations. 

And  that's  not  all.  This  issue  contains  other  gems  — from 
concerns  about  "walking  our  talk,"  to  a school  for  scoundrels,  to 
JYM-PYM  business. 

Don't  miss  a word.  Your  Friends  are  talking  to  you. 

### 

There  were  two  errors  in  the  March  1995  issue. 

Allen  Hubbard's  article  (p.  88-89)  should  have  been 
titled  "Finding  Spiritual  Sustenance."  (Not  Substance) 

Phil  Oliver's  article,  "Absent  Friends  and  the  Quaker 
Process,"  (p.  94)  states  "The  Quaker  process  is  an  inher- 
ently inactive  one."  It  should  have  said,  "The  Quaker 
process  is  an  inherently  interactive  one." 

My  apologies  to  both  of  these  fine  authors.  Both  errors 
passed  the  spell-checker  with  flying  colors,  but  we  should  have 
caught  them.  We'll  keep  trying.  . 

P.S.  Registration  forms  are  out  for  IMYM.  If  you  need  a registra- 
tion form,  the  registrar  is  Ross  Worley,  10525  Hwy  550, 
EXirango,  CO  81301-7866,  (303)  259-6542  (h),  (303)  247-7418  (w), 
(303)  247-7149  (FAX),  worley_r@flc.colorado.edu  (Internet). 

Act  quickly;  the  deadline  for  registration  is  May  26.  ■ 

Yearly  Meeting  Dates 

June  21-25  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting, 

Fort  Lewis  College,  Durango,  CO 
July  20-23  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting, 

The  Evergreen  State  College,  Olympia,  WA 
August  1-6  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting, 

Craig  Hah,  Chico,  CA . 


Presiding  Clerk:  Ellie  Huffman  (408)  644-0331 
1008  Franklin  St 
Monterey,  CA  93940 

Assistant  Clerk:  Andrea  English  (510)  848-5202 
1746  Virginia 
Berkeley,  CA  94703 

Treasurer:  Phyllis  Jones  (916)  223-5405 

PO  Box  493599 
Redding,  CA  96049-3599 

Junior  Yearly  Meeting  Clerk  or  contact  person: 

Danielle  Daggerty  (818)  355-6774 

625  E Grandview 
Sierra  Madre,  CA  91024 

Young  Friends  Clerk  or  contact  person: 

Karen  Lawrance  (619)  794-9912 

668  Marsolan  Ave 
Solana  Beach,  CA  92075 

NORTH  PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 

Presiding  Clerk: 

Margaret  Sorrel  (206)  632-9566 

4302  Woodlawn  Ave  N 
Seattle,  WA  98103 

Steering  Committee  Clerk: 

Pablo  Stanfield  (206)  527-5127 

PO  Box  45522 
Seattle,  WA  98145-0522 

Treasurer:  Charlie  Kimball  (503)  997-4237 

04862  Oceana  Dr 
Florence,  OR  97439 

Junior  Friends  Clerk  or  contact  person: 

Katy  Thorsos  (206)  883-7304 

19627  NE  140th  Street 
Woodinville,  WA  98072 

Young  Friends  Clerks  or  contact  persons: 

Rachel  WUdflower  (503)  235-9654 
922  SE  38th  Ave 
Portland,  OR  97214-4315 

Kathy  Hyzy  (503)  435-5329 

Linfield  College  Unit  #2334 
McMinnville,  OR  97128 

Secretary:  Lexanne  Bumm  (206)  633-4860 

2342  N 50th  St 
Seattle,  WA  98103 

INTERMOUNTAIN  YEARLY  MEETING 

Presiding  Clerks:  (719)  846-7480 

BUI  and  Genie  Durland 
605  W Pine  St 
Trinidad,  CO  81082 

Continuing  Committee  Clerk: 

Vickie  Aldrich  (505)  522-3462 

1517  E Boutz  Rd 

Las  Cruces,  NM  88001 

Treasurer:  Jan  Miller  (801)  278-2759 

211  Fifth  Ave,  #204 
Salt  Lake  City,  UT  84103 

Senior  Young  Friends  Clerks  or  contact  persons: 

Matt  Kowal  (303)  428-4816 

6880  Zenobia  Circle,  #4 
Westminster,  CO  80030 

Jeanette  Blanchard  (505)  722-5315 
861  Lewarm  Dr 
Gallup,  NM  87301 
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The  Monthly  Meeting  i 

"The  Monthly  Meeting  is  the  fundamental  unit  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  A true  meeting  in  the  Quaker  sense  is  a 
meeting  of  people  which  is  also  a meeting  with  God.  So  far  as  this  divine-human  meeting  takes  place,  there  is  order, 
unity,  and  power.  If  and  when  this  connection  fails.  Friends  should  wait  for  its  resumption;  then  'the  way  may  open' 
once  more.  The  good  order  of  Friends  is  based  on  this  concept  of  a 'meeting.'  Through  its  corporate  fellowship.  Friends 
in  a given  place  relate  themselves  to  the  profoundest  realities  of  life;  birth  and  death;  our  unity  with  other  people  and 
our  concern  for  them." 

Friends  Method  of  Reaching  Decisions2 

"The  basis  for  the  Quaker  method  of  reaching  decisions  is  a religious  one.  Friends  are  expected  to  come  to  a Meeting 
for  Business  in  expectation  that  the  Holy  Spirit  will  lead  the  assembled  body  to  unity  and  correct  action,  and  that  unity 
is  always  possible  because  the  same  Light  of  Truth  shines  in  some  measure  in  every  human  heart.  In  practical  terms  this 
means  such  meetings  are  held  in  a context  of  worship  and  that  those  present  repeatedly  and  consciously  seek  Divine 
guidance.  It  is  important  that  every  Meeting  for  Business  begin  with  a period  of  worship  rather  than  'a  few  moments  of 
silence,'  so  that  the  spirit  of  worship  will  pervade  the  transaction  of  business." 

^ Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  Faith  and  Practice,  1985,  p.  28. 

2 North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  Faith  and  Practice,  1993,  p.  74-75. 


Jewels  and  Goofflefeathers 

by  Marybeth  Webster,  Grass  Valley  Meeting 

I found  my  new  neighbor  weeping  on  her  porch.  A 
Salvation  Army  truck  was  disappearing  down  the  street 
and  she  was  looking  glumly  after  it.  When  I asked  what 
had  happened,  she  responded  through  sobs  that  the  couch 
she  had  bought  with  the  first  money  she  had  earned  was 
too  large  to  fit  up  the  stairs  and  she  had  just  decided  to 
donate  it  to  charity,  but  when  the  driver  came  she  just 
couldn't  let  it  go.  But  what  was  she  going  to  do  with  it? 
Mildew  would  soon  ruin  it  outdoors. 

I commiserated  and  went  home.  Suddenly  it  struck  me 
that  the  color  of  my  neighbor's  couch  would  look  good  in 
my  apartment.  I went  next  door  and  offered  to  trade  her 
for  my  take-apart  couch  if  she  liked  it.  We  could  "couch- 
sit"  for  each  other  until  either  of  us  moved.  She  was 
delighted.  So  was  I — and  for  more  than  one  reason! 

While  cleaning  where  the  old  couch  had  sat  for  many 
months,  I found  several  coins,  a lost  earring,  a missing 
letter,  and  lots  of  what  my  grandmother  called 
"goofflefeathers"  and  dust. 

Then,  new  couch  in  place,  I began  to  notice  — really  see 
— the  other  furnishings  in  my  living  room.  Everything 
looked  different.  I took  down  a wall  hanging  that  no 
longer  meant  much  to  me  and  put  up  three  smaller  art 
pieces  I'd  done  more  recently  that  still  had  a charge  of 
excitement.  I pruned  and  simplified  as  I rearranged.  This 
began  to  spread  to  other  rooms.  A pre-spring  house- 
cleaning fit  ensued. 

This  shift  to  business-not-as-usual  invigorated  me, 
amused  me,  challenged  me,  and  sparked  me  to  creativity. 
I felt  better.  I found  myself  more  open,  more  perceptive. 


The  effect  was  that  of  loosening  the  soil  in  a potted  plant, 
or  even  of  re-potting  a root-bound  one.  Room  to  breathe. 
Space  to  stretch.  A chance  to  sprout  in  new  directions. 

Loosening  the  soil  on  old  attitudes  can  open  us  to  light 
and  air  of  the  mind  and  spirit.  Asking  oneself  about  long- 
held  beliefs,  "What  if  the  opposite  were  also  true?"  can 
stretch  us,  enrich  us,  add  to  our  self-awareness. 

My  Friends  Meeting  decided  to  take  a new  look  at  the 
"contributions"  part  of  our  budget,  one  that  was  usually 
rubber-stamped  and  agreed-upon  without  discussion.  In 
examining  the  items  line  by  line,  we  found  some  we  no 
longer  supported,  others  that  we  felt  deserved  a larger 
sum,  some  jewels,  and  some  goofflefeathers.  We  held  a 
"Pet  Projects  Soapbox"  potluck  evening  and  we  learned  a 
great  deal  about  individuals  and  their  favorite  peace  or 
social  order  projects.  We  were  excited  to  see  more  clearly 
delineated  than  ever  before  how  the  connection  between 
faith  and  works  expresses  our  Quaker  values. 

This  taking  a new  look  with  fresh  eyes  is  the  mandate 
to  Friends'  nominating  committees  as  each  year  they  pon- 
der the  formation  of  a new  slate  of  officers,  committees, 
and  representatives.  How  do  we  get  the  business  of  the 
meeting  done  without  turning  it  into  un-spirited  busy- 
ness? 

Jean  Shinoda  Bolen  is  quoted  in  The  Fieroine's  Journey: 
"When  we  are  doing  something  because  it  is  expected  of  us 
or  to  please  somebody  else  or  because  we  are  afraid  of 
somebody  else,  we  become  further  alienated  from  a sense 
of  living  authentically."  But  is  she  speaking  mostly  for 
"should  upon"  women?  Isn't  there  a place  for  duty,  self- 
sacrifice,  patience  in  the  face  of  routine  but  needed  tasks? 
Isn't  the  question  of  balance,  of  room  to  be  authentic. 
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autonomous  and  creative  at  least  as  great  as  being  dutiful 
and  "nice"? 

There  is  often  a recoil  in  horror  when  a nominating 
committee  proposes  laying  down  a committee  or  subsum- 
ing the  duties  of  one  committee  under  another  until  the 
creative  seeking  process  of  nominating  is  shared.  Then 
sometimes  the  idea  is  not  just  accepted  but  may  be  elabo- 
rated upon,  and  yet  another  little  miracle  confirms  the 
awesomeness  of  Quaker  process. 

Shock  reverberates  when  no  one  can  be  found  for  Clerk 
or  Recording  Clerk  or  Ministry  and  Oversight.  Then  the 
revelations  begin:  unshared  stresses  in  Friends'  personal 
lives,  unresolved  conflicts  around  issues  that  were  hurried 
through  or  ignored,  underlying  personality  clashes  — 
complexities  that  only  this  apparent  loss  of  interest  or 
energy  can  bring  to  light  and  then  can  be  lovingly  exposed 
to  Light. 

To  welcome  and  not  automatically  reject  change,  to  be 
excited  by  that  double-take  when  something  taken  for 
granted  is  revealed  in  new  light,  to  embrace  conflict  as 
health-giving  energizer  can  remind  Friends  of  the  centu- 
ries-old gift  and  vitality  of  true  Quaker  process.  May  we 
delight  in  the  jewels  under  the  old  meeting  house  couch! 
May  we  acknowledge  the  mourning  of  some  lost  habits, 
lost  way-it's-always-been-dones,  and  then  let  the  dusty 
goofflefeathers  go  in  periodic  pre-spring  house  cleanings.* 


Defining  a Concern 

by  Lowell  Tozer,  San  Diego  Meeting 

Two  kinds  of  concerns  are  met  with  in  a Friends  meet- 
ing. They  are  often  confused,  and  the  distinction  between 
them  is  important.  The  first  is  a concern  in  the  sense  of  a 
working  of  the  Spirit;  the  second  involves  a person's  ideas 
or  opinion  on  the  need  for  some  action. 

The  latter  is  normally  something  for  the  Friend  to 
follow  up  in  his  or  her  own  way,  either  by  asking  that  it  be 
put  on  the  agenda  as  Meeting  business  or  by  taking  care  of 
it  as  an  individual,  independent  of  Meeting.  (An  elderly 
Friend  announced  to  La  Jolla  Meeting  one  time:  "It  will  not 
be  necessary  for  me  to  have  concerns  that  I cannot  man- 
age.") This  kind  of  concern  may  be  important  — even 
urgent  — but  it  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  a "concern"  as  the 
word  has  been  used  by  generations  of  Friends.  If  it  is 
brought  to  the  meeting,  it  is  more  appropriate  to  bring  it  as 
new  business,  rather  than  as  a concern. 

The  first  kind  of  concern,  on  the  other  hand,  is  one  in 
which  a Friend  feels  guided  by  the  Spirit,  either  to  take  an 
action  as  an  individual,  or  to  lead  the  meeting  in  a particu- 
lar direction.  A concern,  in  this  sense,  implies  a deep 
interest  in  some  spiritual  or  social  matter,  an  interest  so 
deep  and  persistent  that  the  Friend  has  been  moved  to 
bring  the  matter  forward  as  a concern.  A meeting  consid- 


ering such  a concern  must  ponder  it  carefully  and  sympa- 
thetically, and  come  to  a conclusion  as  to  whether  this  is  a 
leading  on  which  they  can  unite  — either  by  joining  the 
Friend  in  the  concern  or  by  giving  support  to  the  Friend  as 
he  or  she  pursues  the  concern  as  an  individual.  In  some 
instances  it  may  seem  appropriate  for  the  Friend  or  the 
monthly  meeting  to  seek  the  support  of  the  quarterly  or 
the  yearly  meeting.  ■ 

This  article  is  reprinted  from  FRIENDS  NEWS,  San  Diego 
Friends  Meeting,  Tenth  Month,  1993.  Lowell  indicates  that 
the  article  was  written  "with  liberal  borrowings  from  PYM 
Faith  and  Practice,  Howard  Brinton's  Friends  for  300  Years 
and  a 1974  article  by  Jack  Wood  in  The  Friend  (London)." 

Comparison  of  Meeting  for  Business 
and  Meeting  for  Worship 
by  Miriam  Berg,  Berkeley  Meeting 

I oppose  referring  to  meeting  for  business  as  just  a 
meeting  for  worship.  It  is  not  the  same,  and  here  is  why. 

Meeting  for  business  has  an  agenda  and  tries  to  keep  to 
it.  Meeting  for  worship  is  unprogrammed  and  Friends 
speak  to  topics  as  they  are  led.  If  a meeting  for  business 
were  the  same  as  a meeting  for  worship,  matters  would  be 
taken  up  only  as  they  were  spoken  to  by  the  persons  in 
attendance. 

Meetings  for  business  are  charged  with  making  deci- 
sions for  the  meeting.  Not  in  the  most  remote  sense  can  a 
meeting  for  worship  be  considered  as  a time  for  decision- 
making, except,  of  course,  on  the  part  of  individual  mem- 
bers in  attendance  as  they  are  led  to  those  decisions.  Nor 
does  the  clerk  ask  for  expressions  of  approval  or  attempt 
to  determine  whether  a meeting  for  worship  is  in  unity  on 
a proposal. 

In  a meeting  for  worship  it  is  considered  improper  to 
respond  directly  to  the  message  of  a previous  speaker  or 
to  disagree  with  an  earlier  speaker.  In  a meeting  for 
business  a member  may  often  respond  directly  to  what  a 
previous  speaker  has  said,  if  only  to  say,  "That  Friend 
speaks  my  mind."  Members  often  express  disagreement 
with  what  a previous  speaker  has  said,  even  if  gently,  as, 
"That  does  not  speak  for  me."  And,  of  course,  members 
may  speak  more  than  once  at  a meeting  for  business. 

However,  it  is  nevertheless  true  to  say  that  our  meet- 
ings for  business  should  be  conducted  in  a spirit  of  wor- 
ship, of  listening  to  each  other  and  waiting  for  the  light. 
But  to  call  them  the  same  as  our  meetings  for  worship  is  to 
ignore  their  palpable  differences. 

Let  us  call  things  therefore  by  their  right  names.  A 
meeting  for  worship  is  a meeting  for  worship  and  is  the 
heart  of  the  life  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  A meeting  for 
business  is  a special  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  managing 
the  affairs  of  the  meeting,  but  it  is  to  be  conducted  in  a 
spirit  of  worship.  ■ 
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TOP  TEN  Reasons  a Meeting  Might 
Wonder  about  Its  Clerk  //  / 

by  Mary  Lou  Coppock,  Tempe  Meeting 


10.  Not  a member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 

9.  Overly  friendly  with  the  treasurer  of  the  meeting. 

8.  Takes  an  hour  to  formulate  a minute. 

7.  Takes  only  a second  to  state  a minute,  then  by  ven- 
triloquism echoes  all  around  the  room,  "Approve." 
6.  Hearing  aid  batteries  always  dead. 

5.  Frequent  bouts  of  laryngitis. 

4.  Snores  during  worshipful  silence. 

3.  Defines  a meeting  clerk  as  CEO  of  the  meeting  or  as 
pastor  of  the  meeting. 

2.  Misplaces  meeting  house  keys  and  opens  doors  with 
Swiss  army  knife. 

1.  On  the  fourth  Sunday  of  the  month,  absent-mindedly 


Report  of  the  Mt  View  Meeting 
CIRCLE*  Committee 

(*Chairs  Improving  Religious  Community  in  the 
Lives  of  Everyone) 

by  Randy  Herrick-Stare,  Mountain  View  Meeting 
Fourth  Month,  1994 

Members  of  the  CIRCLE  Committee  met  to  review  the 
survey  responses  to  the  circular  chair  arrangement  for 
meeting  for  worship  on  Seventeenth  Day,  Fourth  Month. 
'""We  began  our  meeting  in  a circle  of  silent  waiting. 

The  written  survey  responses  did  not  indicate  a unity 
in  the  meeting  on  seating  arrangements.  Many  Friends 
indicated  strong  support  for  a circular  arrangement,  but 
there  were  also  many  concerns  expressed.  One  Friend 
cornmented  that  looking  directly  at  one  another  during 
worsmp  was  distracting;  our  committee  considered  the 
possibility  of  a circle  facing  outward.  There  were  a num- 
ber dbcomments  expressing  displeasure  with  the  comfort 
of  the  rnetal  folding  chairs,  and  a preference  for  the  pad- 
ded benches.  At  least  one  Friend  felt  that  chairs  in  circles 
were  not  in  keeping  with  Quaker  traditions,  which  had 
long  held  to  benches  as  the  appropriate  setting  for  wor- 
/TsTbp-rPuq  comment  expressed  concern  for  the  children 
/ and  dh  arrangement  that  provided  for  easy  snuggling  next 
(/  ;to  a^arent. 

Ibe  committee  noted  that  Friends  cleaning  up  after 
potluck  had  put  the  chairs  away  but  left  the  benches  in  a 
more  centered  arrangement,  which  has  been  a continuing 
experimental  arrangeinent  in  the  following  weeks.  Our 
commihee  felt  no  clear  leading  on  what  direction  we 
should  now  follow.  Those  not  in  unity  with  this  offered  to 
stand  (or  sit)  aside,  but  Because  we  were  meeting  in  a circle 
they  were  unable  to  get  out  pf  the  loop.  We  continue  to 
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Walking  Our  Talk, 

The  Role  of  the  Bible  in  Quakerism 

by  Maria  Arrington,  Glacier  Valley  Worship  Group 

In  the  last  year,  I have  found  myself  involved  in  a 
journey  that  has  challenged  me  and  the  Friends  around  me 
in  the  Montana  Gathering  of  Friends  (MGOF).  I have 
increasingly  sensed  that  it  is  not  okay  to  use  biblical 
references  or  Christian  terminology  in  the  larger  Quaker 
community  and  I have  felt  personally  oppressed  by  this. 
The  frustration  I felt  would  not  go  away  when  I returned 
from  meetings.  In  order  to  get  clear  of  it,  I finally  wrote  an 
essay  which  I shared  with  MGOF's  Ministry  and  Over- 
sight Committee.  Our  summer  MGOF  gathering  included 
an  interest  group  that  wrestled  with  this,  and  I am  begin- 
ning to  realize  that  there  are  many  Friends  who  feel  the 
same  as  I do  but  have  remained  quiet.  A Quaker  visitor 
from  the  Coast  shared  with  me  that  this  is  an  ongoing  issue 
that  is  not  limited  to  Montana  Quakers.  I was  encouraged 
to  share  my  essay  with  Friends  Bulletin  readers  and  so  I offer 
the  following  for  the  consideration  of  Friends  in  the  West. 

My  spiritual  viewpoints  are  rather  open  and  encom- 
pass parts  of  many  of  the  great  faiths  of  the  world.  I have 
always  felt  welcome  among  Quakers  because  I believed 
they  would  accept  my  particular  spiritual  journey,  cock- 
eyed as  my  conclusions  might  sometimes  look  on  the 
outside.  I treasure  my  Quaker  community  especially  due 
to  the  far-flung  connections  that  exist  here  under  the  Big 
Sky.  We  Friends  are  so  far  apart  that  we  have  become  very 
precious  to  one  another.  I have  felt  very  threatened  to 
think  that  I may  not  be  acceptable  to  my  Quaker  commu- 
nity because  of  my  spiritual  beliefs  and  my  sources  of 
spiritual  nurture. 

My  experience  of  the  Spirit  has  come  to  pervade  my 
outer  life  in  many  ways.  It  has  affected  my  career,  my 
gardening,  my  healing  practice,  and  my  relationships.  To 
explore  my  path,  I have  read  George  Fox's  Journal,  Barclay's 
Apology,  books  by  Murshid  Samuel  Lewis  and  Charles 
Fillmore,  and  I have  read  parts  of  the  Bible.  I haven't  read 
the  whole  Bible,  nor  do  I spend  time  using  it  as  a tool  in  my 
daily  spiritual  practice.  I am  a recovering  Catholic  and 
had  church  law  and  catechism  thrust  at  me  as  a child  and 
adolescent.  But  there  are  times  when  images  and  meta- 
phors from  the  Bible  speak  as  clearly  to  me  as  particular 
songs  by  Chris  Williamson,  Joni  Mitchell,  or  the  poetry  of 
Kahlil  Gibran.  I rank  the  Bible  as  great  literature  and  as  a 
powerful  record  of  the  circumstances  surroimding  one  of 
our  great  teachers,  Jesus.  My  conclusions  about  the  Bible 
are  different  from  those  of  other  folks  and  I respect  other 
viewpoints  about  the  value  of  this  book.  I think  diversity 
is  healthy  and  should  be  encouraged. 

red  flags  for  me.  I have  bristled  at  the  idea  of  judging  my 


Over  the  years  I have  struggled  with  certain  words  that 
re  been  used  by  mainstream  Christians  but  have  raised 


spiritual  worth  by  whether  I subscribe  to  a set  of  ideas 
established  by  a bunch  of  men  in  medieval  times.  The 
meanings  of  words  such  as  "grace,"  "salvation,"  and 
"atonement"  have  been  hollow  and  made  no  sense  to  me. 
Yet  I find  that  if  I stay  open  and  inquiring  around  those 
who  use  such  words,  it  is  possible  to  learn  meanings  that 
make  sense  to  me.  My  meanings  won't  match  those  of  a 
Christ-centered  person,  but  the  new  concept  supplements 
and  enriches  my  own  spiritual  search. 

I am  concerned  by  the  frequently-voiced  objection  to 
the  presence  of  the  Bible  in  Quaker  spiritual  life.  I feel 
slighted  when  an  eyebrow  is  raised  quizzically  and  dis- 
missive jokes  cut  short  dialogue  around  this  issue.  I know 
there  are  those  among  us  who  have  had  the  Bible  used  as 
a tool  of  abuse  and  oppression.  Fluman  history  tells  stories 
of  inquisitions,  pogroms,  burnings  at  the  stake,  and  holy 
wars,  but  before  any  of  these,  the  message  of  the  Bible  was 
clean  and  spoke  of  LOVE.  We  must  remember  this.  We  are 
a people  who  speak  about  tolerance  for  all  people  despite 
their  color,  race,  or  sexual  orientation,  and  yet  we  would 
reject  the  spiritual  ministry  of  an  individual  simply  be- 
cause a biblical  theme  was  used  to  get  the  point  across.  We 
show  more  respect  for  the  work  of  Kate  Wolf  than  for  an 
inspiring  image  that  happens  to  have  originated  in  the  Bible. 

At  this  time  in  our  culture,  we  are  seeing  a proliferation 
of  hate  crimes  and  a move  in  some  areas  to  control  what 
people  do,  believe,  and  become.  As  the  world  grows 
crazier  and  more  violent  around  us,  it  is  easy  to  circle  the 
wagons,  define  what  is  right,  and  draw  a line  around  our 
community  that  excludes  any  who  may  do  or  say  things 
that  make  us  uncomfortable.  We  don't  have  to  remain  so 
open  (and  vulnerable)  to  growth  and  change  if  we  exclude 
those  differences. 

Quakers  have  always  said  that  the  Divine  Light  is 
present  in  all  people,  including  blacks,  homosexuals,  Jews, 
and  Muslims.  If  we  are  to  walk  our  talk,  we  must  also 
include  people  like  me  who  find  important  nurture  and 
ideas  in  the  Bible.  In  fact,  it  should  also  include  bom-again 
Christ-centered  Christians.  (There!  I've  said  it!)  We  reject 
the  person  as  well  as  the  message  when  we  find  an  idea 
unacceptable.  Instead,  hearing  words  that  make  us  un- 
comfortable could  signal  that  we  should  open  ourselves  to 
the  wider  task  of  subtly  redefining  and  re-examining  what 
we  believe.  That  process  makes  us  feel  vulnerable  at  the 
best  of  times,  but  no  one  ever  said  the  Quaker  spiritual 
path  was  comfortable! 

And  so  I ask,  when  we  dismiss  Christian  language  and 
references,  per  se,  are  we  also  dismissing  the  caU  of  the 
Spirit  to  walk  our  talk?  Are  we  refusing  to  remain  open  to 
images  that  could  teach  us  in  new  and  unique  ways?  Can 
we  afford  to  reject  the  individual  who  brings  these  images 
and  thus  lose  the  unique  viewpoints  that  each  person 
brings  to  the  life  of  the  Spirit?  Are  we  remaining  true  to  the 
Light?* 
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Get  That  Education 

by  Charles  Ashurst,  Logan  Meeting 

Mathematics,  surprisingly,  doesn't  require  that  much 
intelligence.  Computer  programs  can  do  calculus  quite 
readily.  Computer  programs  for  driving  a car  safely  down 
a freeway,  however,  are  enormously  more  difficult.  The 
advent  of  digital  computers  has  given  us  greater  respect 
for  mundane  human  intelligence.  When  people  saw  that 
computers  could  do  calculus  and  play  chess,  things  that  for 
us  are  mentally  challenging,  it  seemed  reasonable  to  as- 
sume that  computers  would  soon  be  conversing  with  us 
about  philosophy,  religion,  and  the  stock  market,  as  envi- 
sioned in  science  fiction  such  as  2001,  A Space  Odyssey. 
That  assumption  has  turned  out  to  be  wildly  optimistic. 

Computers  have  remained  obstinately  stupid  in  han- 
dling real-world  problems.  Unlike  us,  computers  must 
have  problems  presented  to  them  in  very  carefully  struc- 
tured, limited  ways.  We  put  up  with  this  limitation  be- 
cause computers  are  such  tireless,  energetic  servants  once 
they  are  properly  pampered.  With  any  luck,  though,  com- 
puters will  come  to  us,  rather  than  we  having  to  accommo- 
date them.  We've  got  better  things  to  do  than  making 
careers  of  knowing  what  cryptic  esoteric  computerese 
means. 

Fortunately,  computers  already  take  most  of  what  is 
tedious  out  of  mathematics  and  leave  the  interesting  chal- 
lenging part  for  us,  doing  what  we've  always  done — 
devising  tools  for  survival.  Computers  can  do  calculus  but 
they  can't  apply  it  intelligently.  The  only  reason  calculus  is 
hard  for  humans  is  that  calculus  ability  didn't  provide  a 
survival  advantage  during  most  of  our  evolution.  It  cer- 
tainly never  helped  me  find  a mate.  Or  perhaps  it  did,  as  it 
enabled  me  to  be  hired  to  go  to  the  Philippines  and  meet 
my  bride-to-be,  but  it  wasn't  instant  gratification.  Math- 
ematics is  not  human-friendly  except  in  the  very  long  run. 
Then  it  is;  then  it  is. 

Why  is  it  we  Americans  are  so  proud  of  our  ignorance? 
"I  was  just  terrible  in  math;  it  was  so  boring,"  people 
announce  proudly.  Of  course,  we're  not  stupid — just  lazy 
slobs,  a correctable  fault. 

A young  male  tends  to  think  of  freedom  in  terms  of  sex, 
money,  and  cars.  But  from  my  point  of  view,  the  one  thing 
that  has  given  me  the  most  freedom  is  education,  though 
it  seemed  like  prison  at  the  time.  It's  perpetually  impos- 
sible for  yoimgsters  to  believe  old  geezers  who  say,  "Get 
that  education,"  but  it's  true. 

Another  side  of  freedom  often  overlooked  is  the  free- 
dom to  fail.  There's  no  guarantee  freedom  will  be  used 
wisely  once  it  is  attained.  But  even  though  it  doesn't  feel 
like  it  at  the  time,  the  freedom  to  fail  might  be  the  most 
precious  freedom  of  all  for  it  enables  one  to  become  a 
codger  with  interesting  stories  and  a lot  of  character.  With 
any  luck,  youngsters  will  realize  how  interesting  the  cod- 
ger is  before  it's  too  late.  ■ 


Fragments  of  Thoughts 

by  Cristine  Ashurst,  Logan  Meeting 

Every  time  my  eyes  were  set  onto  the  daily  news  report, 
my  husband  Charles  would  dedicatedly  shut  off  the  boob 
tube,  because  he  felt  so  horrible  to  feel  the  daily  occurrence 
of  different  crimes  within  his  homeland,  which  gives  him 
an  uncertain  feeling  of  what  kind  of  world  he  is  facing 
tomorrow. 

I quickly  uttered,  "Charles,  why  don't  you  accept  the 
fact  that  your  homeland  is  thoroughly  deteriorating  — 
that  not  all  of  your  fellow  mankind  in  foreign  lands  do  set 
their  eyes  on  your  own  race  as  their  role  model  to  follow  in 
the  future,  because  of  the  strong  occurrence  of  abrupt 
changes  which  are  thoroughly  non-digestible?  Charles, 
that  is  the  high  price  that  Americans  have  to  pay  for  having 
the  notion  that  children  at  the  age  of  eighteen  have  to  live 
life  on  their  own,  that  they  are  considered  thoroughly 
independent,  that  they  could  tackle  the  world  of  indepen- 
dence with  no  need  of  parental  guidance.  In  other  words, 
the  number  eighteen  becomes  a magic  number  to  stand  for 
real  adult,  with  which  I strongly  disagree,  for  it  bears  no 
good  fruit  all  throughout.  After  all,  what  I have  seen  of  the 
society  where  I am  now  is  equivalent  to  disaster,  chaotic 
environment,  that  the  sum  is  phobia  within  our  life  space 
wherever  we  are  and  the  total  summary  is  nervous  break- 
down." 

Charles  is  even  puzzled  why  it  is  the  Asians  are  now 
moving  upward,  that  the  kids  they  produce  are  fascinat- 
ing, that  they  create  waves  on  their  God-given-gifts.  Be- 
cause of  the  existence  of  self  discipline  within  ourselves, 
we  rarely  disobey,  we  rarely  throw  away  tin  cans  or 
aluminum  into  the  street.  We  believe  there  is  something  in 
it  if  we  only  know  how  to  use  the  facilities  of  the  human 
brain.  We  rarely  disagree  with  the  voices  of  our  elders, 
because  we  believe  not  all  our  thoughts,  impulses,  and 
actions  are  always  correct.  We  value  creative  listening,  for 
we  believe  we  would  rarely  stumble  in  our  journey.  Listen- 
ing and  analyzing  help  our  way  of  thinking,  give  us  a 
better  quality  of  life,  and  the  stars  shine  so  brightly  on  the 
good  things  rather  than  on  the  wrong  things. 

Why  doesn't  the  American  government  exert  an  effort 
to  lift  up  the  image  of  America?  Couldn't  they  feel  that 
America  is  no  longer  the  most  powerful  country  of  all? 
Why  won't  the  government  clean  up  the  different  kinds  of 
leaves  that  fall  into  its  back  yard  first,  rather  than  deciding 
to  clean  up  others'  yards?  Is  this  not  an  irony?  Couldn't  the 
government  think  that  not  all  the  people  in  this  world 
know  how  to  say  "Thank  you"  to  the  humanitarian  cause 
shared  with  them? 

Why  still  send  more  troops  to  other  countries  and  not 
spare  the  blood  and  flesh,  the  shattered  lives,  of  the  troops 
in  their  countries?  They  should  be  here  in  their  own  native 
land  and  share  what  they  can  for  fellow  Americans  for  they 
are  the  hope  of  their  motherland.  Is  it  because  the  Ameri- 
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can  government  wants  to  let  the  world  know  that  they  are 
still  good  policemen?  Do  they  think  people  will  admire 
them?  Don't  they  know  people  put  on  masks? 

America,  please  learn  to  pick  up  all  the  broken  pieces 
now  and  begin  to  figure  out  how  to  arrange  them  beauti- 
fully, that  they  will  become  a whole  piece  of  tapestry  that 
is  beautifully  woven.  Please,  America,  help  develop  a 
beautiful,  sacred,  memorable  place  to  live  until  my  hair 
strands  turn  white  or  gray,  or  until  I cannot  hold  onto  my 
cane  any  more,  so  that  there  will  be  no  reason  for  me  to 
savor  the  flavor  of  a tranquilizer  which  could  help  me 
elevate  the  presence  of  a nervous  breakdown  within  my 
life  space.  Will  you,  America? 

If  someday  I could  see  changes  for  betterment  in  the 
country  which  I am  now  adopting,  then  the  fragments  of 
thoughts  will  not  be  forever,  but  complete  thoughts  will 
have  a chance  to  exist.  If  people  heartily  agree  to  work 
hand  in  hand,  then  we  could  conclude  there  is  nothing 
impossible  to  accomplish,  that  there  is  something  worth- 
while to  be  instilled  into  our  brains.  Life  is  indeed  beauti- 
ful and  memorable  and  there  is  meaningful  daily  existence 
on  this  planet  earth.  Mission  accomplished. 

"Yes,  sir,  Charles,  your  partner  has  accomplished  her 
mission  to  share  her  thoughts.  I salute  you,  sir."  ■ 

This  husband  and  wife  dialogue  between  Charles  and  Cristine 
Ashurst  was  reprinted  from  The  Cache  Valley  Quaker,  the 
newsletter  of  Logan  Friends  Meeting,  May  1995,  p.  3-5. 


Cabrini  '95 

Cabrini  '95  will  be  held  June  9-11  at  Camp  Coleman, 
located  within  an  hour's  drive  of  Tacoma,  Washington,  on 
the  Longbranch  Peninsula.  For  the  thirteenth  time,  sexual 
minorities  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  are  invited  to 
join  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  Gathering  of  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Friends.  All  sexual  minorities  in  meetings,  worship  groups, 
or  churches  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  their  partners  or 
spouses,  and  minor  children  are  invited  to  attend. 

Theme:  "Healing  within  the  tree  of  life:  cultivating 
growth,  wholeness,  and  reconnection  in  ourselves  and 
our  community." 

For  information  contact  Gordon  Dickman,  225  7th  Ave 
West,  Kirkland,  WA  98033,  (206)  827-4267.  ■ 


Announcements 

1995  John  Woolman  School  Workcamps 

The  annual  workcamps  on  the  beautiful  Nevada  City 
campus  of  John  Woolman  School  combine  hard  work  with 
good  company  and  fun.  There  is  never  enough  time  (or 
budget)  during  the  school  year  to  do  all  those  jobs,  large 
and  small,  that  keep  the  school  in  good  shape.  This  is  your 
chance  for  a very  different,  inexpensive,  healthful  and 
Friendly  vacation! 

Camp  I:  Sat.  June  17-24.  Directors:  Sue  Sever  in  and  Larry 
Perry.  Sue  is  at  458  Laurel  Ave,  San  Anselmo,  CA  94960 
(415)  453-5810. 

Minimum  age,  8 years  or  discuss  with  directors. 

Camp  II:  Sat.24-July  1.  Director:  Jim  Anderson,  25  Gideon 
Lane,  Chico,  CA  95926  (916)  345-3429. 

Family-oriented  camp;  discuss  age  of  children  with  Jim. 

For  application  forms,  see  your  meeting  clerk  or  call  a 
camp  director.  ■ 

NPYM  Young  Friends  \^sitation  Internship 

by  Betsy  Griscom,  Sandpoint  Worship  Group 

Recognizing  that  young  Friends  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  thirty  often  have  time  to  travel  but  not  the 
resources,  NPYM  Outreach  and  Visitation  is  setting  up  a 
fund,  in  addition  to  money  budgeted  by  Yearly  Meeting, 
specifically  to  support  a program  for  experienced  young 
Friends  to  travel  among  meetings.  The  fund  would  pro- 
vide about  $20  per  day  for  each  young  Friend  to  cover  gas 
money  and  some  food  expenses.  Hospitality  will  be  pro- 
vided by  the  meetings  and  Friends  visited.  The  young 
Friends  would  travel  in  pairs,  providing  spiritual 
nurturance  and  building  and  reinforcing  the  network  of 
young  Friends  in  our  yearly  meeting. 

The  fund  has  received  a $500  challenge  grant.  Anyone 
wishing  to  help  meet  the  challenge  may  send  a donation 
made  out  to  Eugene  Friends  Meeting  and  earmarked  for 
YFVI  to  2274  Onyx  St,  Eugene,  OR  97403.  Young  Friends 
interested  in  participating  this  summer  may  contact  Betsy 
Griscom,  6250  Pine  St  Loop,  Sandpoint,  ID  83864,  (208) 
264-4874,  e-mail:  egriscom@igc.apc.org  (Internet).  ■ 

Speak,  John  Woolman 

Speak,  John  Woolman,  a fund-raiser  for  the  Friends 
Committee  on  Legislation  of  California,  will  be  held  May 
20, 1995.  Friends  can  pick  from  a full  or  partial  day  of  two 
drama  workshops,  a performance  of  the  day's  highlights, 
and  a reception  for  performers  and  the  audience. 

The  event  will  be  held  at  the  San  Francisco  Meeting 
House,  65  Ninth  Street  in  San  Francisco.  For  more  informa- 
tion contact  Lorili  Ostman,  Director  of  Development,  (916) 
443-3734.  ■ 
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Peacemaking  Team  To  Chiapas 

by  David  Hartsough,  San  Francisco  Meeting 

I recently  returned  from  a week  in  Chiapas,  Mexico,  at 
the  invitation  of  Bishop  Samuel  Ruiz  of  San  Cristobal  de 
Las  Casas.  We  met  with  religious,  human  rights,  govern- 
mental, and  community  leaders  to  better  understand  the 
situation  there  and  to  lay  the  basis  for  a long-term  interna- 
tional, nonviolent  presence  to  support  the  peace  process. 

Some  of  my  impressions: 

• The  great  majority  of  people  in  Chiapas,  most  of 
whom  are  indigenous,  are  living  under  conditions  of  ex- 
treme poverty  and  injustice.  Their  demands  include:  land, 
justice,  democracy,  freedom,  honest  elections,  and  self- 
government. 

• Bishop  Samuel  Ruiz  is  playing  a critical  and  coura- 
geous role  to  help  bring  about  a negotiated  solution  to  this 
conflict.  He  realizes  that  the  only  way  justice  can  be 
achieved  is  through  peaceful  means. 

• Unfortunately,  it  seems  the  Mexican  government 
has  opted  for  the  military  option,  with  at  least  one  soldier 
for  every  fifty  citizens  in  Chiapas. 

• There  is  a great  deal  of  suspicion  in  Mexico  that  the 
U.S.  is  putting  pressure  on  the  Mexican  government  to 
"resolve"  the  Zapatista  problem  quickly  and  (if  necessary) 
militarily. 

• As  shown  by  the  100,000  people  who  recently  demon- 
strated in  Mexico  City  against  military  intervention,  this  war 
is  going  to  be  tremendously  divisive  in  Mexican  society. 

What  Can  We  Do? 

Those  of  us  who  participated  in  this  delegation  are 
committed  to  organizing  and  sponsoring  a long-term  non- 
violent presence  in  Chiapas  called  SIPAZ  or  "International 
Service  for  Peace."  Organizations  presently  involved  with 
this  effort  include  the  Casa  de  Los  Amigos  (Quakers)  in 
Mexico  City,  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation,  Pax  Christi, 
Witness  For  Peace,  Peace  Brigades  International, 
Peaceworkers,  the  Mermonites,  the  Church  of  the  Breth- 
ren, and  Christian  Peacemaker  Teams.  We  hope  very 
much  that  Friends  in  the  United  States  will  become  ac- 
tively involved  in  this  project. 

President  Zedillo's  call  for  the  Mexican  army  to  stop 
offensive  military  operations  in  Chiapas  and  Chiapas  Gov- 
ernor Robledo's  offer  to  resign  were  first  steps  on  the 
government's  part  to  opt  for  a peaceful  resolution  to  the 
crisis.  Let  us  join  the  Casa  de  Los  Amigos  and  support  the 
Mexican  people  as  they  search  for  a solution  to  this  grow- 
ing crisis.  Let  us  support  their  efforts  for  genuine  justice 
and  peace  in  Chiapas  and  throughout  Mexico.  Please  help 
spread  the  word  about  the  need  for  long-term  volunteers 
for  this  important  work  in  Chiapas. 

For  more  information  about  SIPAZ  or  International 
Service  For  Peace  in  Chiapas,  contact  SIPAZ,  515  Broad- 
way, Santa  Cruz,  CA  95060.  ■ 


School  for  Scoundrels? 

by  Krishna  Seshan,  Fanno  Creek  Worship  Group 

This  letter  is  to  urge  the  readers  of  Pacific,  North  Pacific 
and  Intermoimtain  Yearly  Meetings  to  join  Southern  Cali- 
fornia Quarterly  Meeting's  resolution  to  close  the  School 
of  the  Americas  located  in  Fort  Penning,  Georgia. 

This  hateful  institution  survives  with  tax  payer  dollars 
and  continues  its  clandestine  activity  in  training  military 
dictators  for  South  America. 

Polly  Brokaw  of  San  Jose  Meeting  went  to  Washington 
D.C.  last  year  to  fast  on  the  capitol  steps  in  support  of  a bill 
to  close  funding  for  the  school.  This  year  the  vote  is 
coming  up  to  cut  off  funding  for  this  School  for  Scoun- 
drels. Last  year  the  proposition  lost  for  lack  of  support. 

We  urge  you  to  become  informed  about  this  issue  and 
then  call  your  representatives  and  senators. 

We  the  undersigned  are  willing  to  come  to  your  meetings 
with  literature;  we  can  bring  you  our  stories  and  we  can  bring 
you  our  convictions.  Call  the  following  for  information: 

Father  Ray  Bourgeois  (706)  682-5369  or  his  secretary, 
Vicki  Imerman  (706)  685-0280 

Write  to  SOA  Watch,  P.O.  Box  3330,  Columbus,  GA  31903. 
We  hope  you  will  take  up  this  cause  with  us. 

Polly  Brokaw  & Krishna  Seshan 

Attenders  of  San  Jose  Meeting  & Fanno  Creek  Meeting! 

Minute  on  Training  Counterinsurgents 
Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting 

Background 

Quakers  have  a long  tradition  of  opposition  to  war  and  the 
use  of  violence  to  achieve  political  objectives.  Presently  we 
are  concerned  over  the  United  States  training  of 
counterinsurgents,  first  on  a U.S.  base  in  Panama  begin- 
ning in  1946,  and,  since  1984,  at  Fort  Berming  in  Georgia. 
Graduates  of  this  program  have  included  Panama's  Gen- 
eral Manuel  Noriega  and  Bolivia's  Generals  Hugo  Banzer 
Suarez  and  Leopold!  Galteri.  Other  graduates  served 
Somoza  in  Nicaragua,  Pinochet  in  Chile,  Stroessner  in 
Paraguay,  and  repressive  regimes  in  El  Salvador,  Guate- 
mala, Honduras,  and  Haiti.  And  this  School  of  the  Americas 
is  stiU  training  soldiers  who  terrorize  their  own  citizens. 

Minute 

The  Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting  of  the  Reli- 
gious Society  of  Friends,  moved  by  long-standing  opposi- 
tion to  the  use  of  violence  to  achieve  political  objectives, 
opposes  the  training  of  counterinsurgents  at  the  School  of 
the  Americas  at  Fort  Berming,  Georgia.  We  recommend 
that  this  school  be  closed  and  that  similar  training  else- 
where be  discontinued. 

Disposition 

We  ask  monthly  meetings  to  urge  their  Congressional 
representatives  to  act  upon  this  concern,  and  we  call  on 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  to  consider  this  concern  and  move 
it  forward. ! 
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Greetings  from  the  South  Pacific 

by  Melinda  Glines,  Strawberry  Creek  Meeting 

I'd  like  to  tell  you  about  the  Summer  Gathering  of 
Friends  in  New  Zealand,  which  was  held  in  Wanganui, 
December  28, 1994,  to  January  6, 1995. 

The  Summer  Gathering  is  like  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting, 
but  better,  because  there's  no  business  to  do,  it's  a lot 
longer  (ten  days!),  and  there  aren't  quite  so  many  things 
going  on  all  at  once.  It  is  the  heart  of  the  Society  in  New 
Zealand  — over  200  out  of  700  total  Friends  in  New 
Zealand  attended!  Many  people  who  go  to  the  Gathering 
are  not  Friends,  and  the  Gathering  acts  as  an  introduction 
to  Friends  for  many  of  those  new  to  the  Society.  There  was 
a mix  of  first-time  attenders,  those  who  had  been  to  twenty 
or  thirty  Gatherings,  and  many  in  between. 

The  most  surprising  part  of  the  Gathering  for  me  was 
how  similar  in  spirit  it  was  to  the  Quaker  gatherings  I'm 
familiar  with  in  the  States.  I felt  comfortable  even  though 
I was  among  strangers.  The  way  that  people  communi- 
cated and  played  across  generations;  the  "Peace  is  A Group 
Effort"  bumper  stickers  sprinkled  in  the  parking  lot;  the 
early  morning  tai  chi;  the  chaos  of  the  dining  area;  the 
Friendly  mixture  of  eccentricity,  independence,  dedica- 
tion to  service,  and  warm  humor — all  of  it  spelled  "home" 
to  me.  I think  any  Summer  Gatherer  would  fit  in  easily  at 
a gathering  of  California  Friends,  and  vice  versa. 

There  were  very  few  Friends  my  age  (nineteen  to  twenty- 
six)  at  the  Gathering,  but  many  young  Friends  in  their 
teens  were  present.  The  young  Friends  had  their  own 
dorm,  which  was  the  center  of  their  activities.  There  were 
special  places  and  activities  for  children,  but  young  Friends 
did  not  have  many  organized  sessions  as  JYM  does  at 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  I visited  the  young  Friends'  dorm 
one  night  and  was  warmly  welcomed.  I learned  some 
new  card  games  and  heard  some  of  the  amazing  talent  of 
several  young  Friends. 

Friends  in  Wanganui  have  a special  concern  to  make 
connections  with  the  Maori  community,  and  one  day  was 
spent  visiting  different  maraes  (community  centers)  where 
Wanganui  Quakers  have  contacts.  Afterwards,  I learned 
that  the  opportunity  to  be  received  formally  at  a marae  is 
one  that  few  Pakeha  (non-Maori)  New  Zealanders  have 
had.  Many  Friends  in  New  Zealand  have  learned  or  are 
learning  the  Maori  language. 

After  the  Gathering  we  were  able  to  stay  with  several 
different  Friends  from  the  Gathering  and  to  attend  meet- 
ings at  Christchurch  and  Wellington.  ■ 

Elsa  Glines,  Melinda's  mother,  writes:  I joined  Melinda  in 
New  Zealand  for  three  weeks  at  Christmas  time.  She's 
been  in  the  Peace  Corps  in  Fiji  since  last  June.  We  both 
thoroughly  enjoyed  meeting  New  Zealand  Friends  at  their 
Summer  Gathering  in  Wanganui.  It  was  wonderful  to  see 
Melinda  and  all  the  beauties  of  New  Zealand.  I wish  it 
weren't  quite  so  far  away  I 


JYM  - PYM 

by  Alan  Edgar,  Santa  Cruz  Meeting 

Junior  Yearly  Meeting  (JYM)  for  teens  will  once  again 
be  happening  during  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting.  The  JYM 
committee  is  planning  some  new  activities  as  well  as  the 
old  favorites.  Since  there  will  be  no  paid  staff,  we  are 
sending  out  an  early  call  for  volunteers.  We  are  looking  for 
individuals  or  couples  with  skills  or  interests  that  they 
would  like  to  pass  on  to  teenagers  (and  possibly  other 
adults)  during  workshops  that  would  meet  each  day  dur- 
ing PYM.  We  will  need  some  adults  to  drive  and  help  with 
a camping  trip  one  night,  and  possibly  with  a daytime  field 
trip.  There  will  also  be  a need  each  evening  for  several 
adults  to  be  a late  night  "Friendly  adult  presence." 

The  JYM  Committee  is  trusting  that  Friends  will  be 
responsive  to  this  call,  remembering  that  it  is  only  by 
giving  that  which  we  cherish  in  our  Society  that  we  can 
hope  to  pass  it  along. 

Please  contact  the  JYM  Committee  Clerk,  Alan  Edgar, 
4200  Fairway  Dr,  Soquel,  CA  95073,  (408)  475-1314.  ■ 

South  Africa  — The  Quiet  Revolution 

"South  Africa  — The  Quiet  Revolution"  is  a photo- 
graphic documentation  of  how  everyday  people  of  South 
Africa  helped  to  change  the  course  of  their  country  with 
creativity,  resilience,  and  a vision  for  a new  South  Africa. 
The  artist,  Susan  Winters,  is  the  winner  of  the  1994  Robert 
F.  Kennedy  Award  and  a member  of  Mullica  Hill  Meeting, 
Mullica  Hill,  New  Jersey. 

• The  struggle  for  liberation  in  South  Africa  was 
an  everyday  event.  Many  South  Africans  played 
their  part  by  refusing  to  be  dehumanized  by 
apartheid. 

• They  were  the  people  who  rebuilt  their  squatter 
shacks  in  defiance  of  the  Group  Areas  Act  and  the 
villagers  who  built  their  own  road  with  picks  and 
shovels  through  rocky  mountainsides.  They  were 
the  women  who  taught  children  when  there  were 
no  schools,  who  tended  the  sick  without  adequate 
facilities. 

• They  were  the  communities  that  built  their  own 
schoolhouses,  gardens,  and  churches. 

• They  were  the  peacemakers  who  broke  the  cycle 
of  violence  in  their  own  communities,  making 
peace  a viable  alternative  when  the  rest  of  the 
world  had  given  up  on  South  Africa. 

These  photographs  — a documentation  of  some  of  those 
individuals  from  the  days  of  apartheid  in  1988  through  the 
election  in  1994  — are  a tribute  to  the  spirit  of  reconciliation. 

The  exhibition  is  presented  by  Philadelphia  Yearly 
Meeting  to  be  displayed  at  universities  and  art  galleries. 
The  seventy-five  black-and-white  prints  and  nine  blocks 
of  text  are  shipped  unframed  to  minimize  shipping  costs. 
For  more  information,  please  contact:  Judy  Suplee,  Clerk, 
Exhibition  Committee,  P.O.  Box  67,  Mullica  Hill,  NJ  08062.B 
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Friendly  News 


Arizona  Half-Yearly  Meeting 

by  Mary  Lou  Coppock,  Tempe  Meeting 

Cochise  Friends  in  Southeast  Arizona  near  Douglas, 
Bisbee,  and  McNeal  requested  that  Arizona  Half-Yearly 
Meeting  send  visitors  to  their  small  and  dwindling  com- 
munity — Friends  Southwest  Center.  On  March  17, 1995, 
Lou  Jeanne  Catlin  (Phoenix  Meeting)  and  Meredith  Little 
(Pima  Meeting)  spent  an  afternoon  visiting  the  area.  They 
reported  that  this  location  is  ideal  for  retreats  with  cool 
summers,  mild  winters,  and  wide-open  spaces  with  views 
of  nearby  mountains.  Traveling  Friends  are  invited  to  visit 
overnight;  hook-ups  for  RVs  are  available  and  trailers  and 
mobile  homes  can  be  rented  on  a weekly  or  monthly  basis. 
Small  groups  of  young  Friends  could  be  accommodated  for 
overnight  or  longer  visits.  The  contact  person  is  Clifford 
Smith,  Rt.  1 Box  117,  McNeal,  AZ,  85617-9716,  (520)  642-3500. 

With  registration  open  to  all  Arizona  Friends,  Tempe 
Meeting  will  hold  its  Easter  Retreat,  April  14-16.  IMYM 
Co-clerks,  Bill  and  Genie  Durland,  will  direct  the  meetings 
with  the  title,  "Speaking  Truth  to  Quakerism."  They  will 
share  their  spiritual  journeys  and  lead  discussions  on 
where  unprogrammed  Friends  find  themselves  at  present. 

A concern  of  the  writer,  which  the  retreat  could  possi- 
bly address,  is  the  meeting  for  worship.  In  growing  meet- 
ings there  are  often  more  attenders  than  seasoned  Friends. 
Some  attenders  regularly  use  assembled  Friends  as  their 
captive  audience.  This  longtime  Friend  finds  difficulty 
"listening  even  beyond  words"  week  after  week  to  speak- 
ers speaking  about  religion  and  life  — uttering  statements 
which  Friends  should  question  but  not  during  meeting  for 
worship.  Often  a meeting  for  worship  contains  little  si- 
lence and  no  time  for  expectant  waiting. 

I find  myself  praying,  "Please,  God,  make  a guest 
appearance."  ■ 


Elizabeth  Campuzano,  Mim  Burling,  Helen  Fritsche, 
Clifford  Smith,  and  Meredith  Little. 

Photo  courtesy  of  Mary  Lou  Coppock. 


Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting 

by  Diane  Ste.  Marie,  University  Meeting 

"Ripples  Spread  from  the  Smallest  Action"  was  the 
theme  of  the  North  Sound  Regional  Gathering  in  April. 
It's  also  the  theme  of  this  month's  column.  Here  are  just  a 
few  of  the  myriad  small  actions  in  PNWQM. 

The  Quarterly  Meeting  itself  has  taken  the  Monroe 
Worship  Group  (at  Monroe  Prison)  Lavender  and  Gray 
(a  support  group  for  sexual  minorities  and  supporters), 
and  Silent  Retreat  under  its  care. 

Salmon  Bay  Friends  Meeting  welcomed  '95  in  with  a 
celebration  and  ritual  that  gave  participants  time  to  con- 
sider the  year  past  and  the  year  to  come.  A Nurturing 
Leadings  Group  meets  regularly  to  help  group  members 
discern  and  provide  each  other  support  in  making  goals 
and  dreams  a reality.  A "Bake  Till  Done"  column  in  the 
newsletter  shares  rave  recipes  from  potlucks. 

"The  Intolerant  Should  Be  Treated  Tolerantly,"  an  ar- 
ticle written  by  Deborah  DuNann  Winter  for  the  Union- 
Bulletin,  was  Walla  Walla  Preparative  Meeting's  contri- 
bution to  a mini-sermon  series.  In  this  time  of  political 
brouhaha,  the  title  alone  is  worth  pondering. 

The  Children's  Program  at  Olympia  Monthly  Meet- 
ing held  a bake  sale  and  raised  $120  to  help  earthquake 
victims  in  Kobe,  Japan.  The  Peace  and  Social  Action  Com- 
mittee is  promoting  carpooling  to  Meeting.  The  benefits 
are  more  than  just  conserving  scarce  resources,  but  also 
fostering  greater  interaction  among  F(f)riends.  Every 
fourth  Sunday  the  Committee  sponsors  letter-writing  op- 
portunities on  local  and  national  issues.  Friend  Frances 
Poynter  was  one  of  five  women  honored  by  Olympia 
YWCA's  "Women  of  Achievement  Awards." 

Bellingham  Friends  Preparative  Meeting  is  pleased 
to  have  been  taken  under  the  care  of  University  Friends 
Meeting.  Already  they  are  deepening  their  commitment 
and  experience  as  a Quaker  Community.  In  April  they 
hosted  the  North  Sound  Regional  Gathering.  They  are 
considering  how  they  want  to  include  children  in  their 
community  life,  how  children  are  expected  to  behave 
when  all  are  together,  and  adult  group  responsibility  for 
children.  Peace  and  Social  Concerns  is  considering  devel- 
oping a monthly  handout  on  current  social  issues. 

Sandpoint  Friends  Meeting  has  scheduled  a series  of 
Video  Nights  of  documentaries  that  look  at  spirituality 
from  many  dimensions  and  perspectives. 

To  tie  these  ripples  together,  a suggestion  from 
Bellingham  seems  just  right.  A Friend  there  suggested 
that  we  ask,  as  early  Friends  did  on  greeting  each  other, 
"How  fares  the  truth  with  thee?"  ■ 
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Southern  California  Quarterly  Meeting 

by  Bobbi  Kendig,  Marloma  Meeting 

The  Mid  Winter  Fellowship,  held  in  Pacific  Palisades, 
focused  on  the  Quaker  testimonies  of  Community,  Unity, 
Simplicity,  Equality,  and  Peace.  A successful  effort  was 
made  to  include  Quaker  youth  in  the  presentations  and  in 
the  small  groups,  leaving  us  with  marvelous  memories  of 
their  sometimes  humorous,  sometimes  moving  com- 
ments. I was  struck  by  the  generations'  need  for  each  other, 
the  youths'  need  for  adults  to  help  them  deal  with  a scary 
world  (How  does  one  respond  to  a stranger  with  a gun  at 
a school  formerly  assumed  to  be  safe?),  and  the  adults' 
need  for  the  vitality  of  young  people's  questions  and  fresh 
views.  Kudos  to  Orange  Grove  for  their  project  in  which 
older  Friends  "adopted"  children  of  the  meeting. 

While  SCQM  has  made  efforts  to  bring  the  generations 
together,  a group  of  Friends  have  gathered  recently  to 
diminish  the  distance  between  programmed  and  unpro- 
grammed meetings. 

Friends  from  La  Jolla,  Los  Angeles,  Marloma,  Orange 
Grove,  and  Whitleaf  Monthly  Meetings  of  Southern  Cali- 
fornia Quarterly  Meeting  (Pacific  Yearly  Meeting)  have 
met  monthly  this  winter  and  spring  with  Friends  from  East 
Whittier,  Garden  Grove,  Rose  Drive,  and  Whittier  Monthly 
Meetings  of  Friends  Church  Southwest  Yearly  Meeting. 
They  have  gathered  in  Whittier  to  share  time  of  friendship, 
inspiration,  and  worship. 

A group  of  Friends  from  the  two  yearly  meetings  of  the 
Bay  and  Delta  areas  have  held  similar  meetings,  starting 
earlier  than  those  of  us  in  the  South.  They  received  encour- 
agement from  traveling  ministers  from  Ohio  Conservative 
Yearly  Meeting  in  this  broadening  and  enriching  endeavor 
of  growth  and  enlightenment. 

At  the  first  gathering  in  Southern  California,  James 
Healton,  pastor  of  the  Sacramento  Friends  Church,  met 
with  the  southern  group  to  share  experiences  and  informa- 
tion of  ongoing  activities  of  the  northern  group.  Our  south- 
ern group  of  Friends  is  currently  exploring  how  to  estab- 
lish the  organization  and  how  to  balance  the  various  facets 
of  our  time  together:  reading  Scripture  as  an  inspirational 
aid  in  the  expectant  waiting  of  quiet  worship,  the  gathered 
fellowship,  and  the  study  of  early  Quaker  writings. 

At  the  March  gathering,  Henry  Jason  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Meeting  and  Paul  Smith  of  the  Citrus  Heights  Friends 
Church  (near  Sacramento)  met  with  us  to  share  some  of 
their  experiences  and  organizational  processes. 

We  have  undertaken  this  fellowship  with  the  hope  and 
expectation  of  our  mutual  enrichment  as  the  Friends  Meet- 
ings and  Friends  Churches  of  the  Southern  California  area 
become  better  acquainted  and  share  what  each  has  to  offer. 

We  also  hope  that  there  can  be  a continued  sharing  and 
growing  understanding  with  the  Friends  of  northern  and 
southern  California  meetings  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
and  Friends  Church  Southwest  Yearly  Meeting. 

Continued  in  next  column. 


Lehers 

Dear  Friends, 

The  FWCC  Annual  Meeting  is  just  over.  There  were 
many  hopeful  signs  of  progress,  and  I was  glad  to  have 
been  there. 

I want  especially  to  thank  those  who  typed  for  Eleanor 
Chinn,  our  loved  and  respected  Friend  from  Alaska  who 
can  no  longer  hear.  The  hand-held  microphone  is  a big 
help  in  one-to-one  conversations,  but  it  still  takes  a lot  of 
courage  for  her  to  attend  gatherings.  In  our  meeting  in 
Fairbanks  the  younger  people  have  assisted  by  getting  a 
microphone  that  can  be  passed  around  the  circle  of  about 
forty  people  as  we  introduce  ourselves  and  share  with  one 
another.  A volunteer  often  types  during  meeting  for  busi- 
ness or  during  lectures;  a Friend  who  is  involved  with  the 
telephone  company  arranged  to  install  a phone  in  her 
home  that  could  type  messages;  and  the  children  in  First 
Day  School  decided  they  wanted  to  learn  American  Sign 
Language. 

Eleanor's  presence  and  messages  have  blessed  our  young 
and  growing  meeting.  Few  working  people  can  get  to  the 
FWCC  Annual  Meeting,  but  Eleanor  brings  an  awareness  of 
the  world  body  of  Friends  to  our  part  of  the  world. 

Like  the  general  public.  Friends  may  not  have  had 
much  experience  in  communicating  with  the  handicapped. 
Having  had  to  cope  with  the  loss  of  hearing  and  partial 
eyesight  has  brought  to  Eleanor  a depth  of  spirit  and  great 
patience  and  warm  generosity  that  is  rare. 

I hope  Friends  will  grow  in  awareness  of  the  needs  of 
the  handicapped  among  us  and  recognize  the  blessings 
that  they  give  to  those  who  can  receive. 

Jennivieve  Westwick,  Chena  Ridge  Meeting, 

Fairbanks,  Alaska  ■ 

Bushwhackers 

I thank  you  and  Allen  Hubbard  for  sharing  that  there 
are  other  seekers/bushwhackers  who  are  not  moved  to  be 
circumcised  to  be  a "proper"  Jew  so  they  can  be  a "proper" 
Christian  so  they  can  be  a "proper"  Quaker. 

B.J.  WUlits,  Orange  County  Meeting  ■ 


Continued  from  previous  column. 

We  look  forward  to  our  future  gatherings,  for  we 
always  value  that  which  diminishes  the  distance  between 
people,  be  it  generational  or  organizational.  ■ 

(Thanks  to  Gordon  Lewis  for  providing  information  for  the 
SCQM  report.) 
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Leonard  Field 

Leonard  Field  was  bom  on  December  22, 1906,  in  Santa 
Ana,  California,  and  grew  up  in  that  area.  He  attended 
Eastern  Oregon  Normal  School  in  La  Grande,  Oregon. 
Leonard  and  Estelle  Champion  were  married  in  1955  in  the 
Long  Beach  Unitarian  Church.  Their  son  Robert  was  born 
a year  later.  In  1964  the  family  became  involved  with  the 
Santa  Monica  Friends  Meeting. 

Len  and  EsteUe  moved  to  Cottage  Grove,  Oregon,  in 
1976.  There  they  became  active  in  the  peace,  justice,  and 
environmental  work  of  the  Women's  International  League 
for  Peace  and  Freedom.  They  also  found  community, 
inspiration,  and  nurturance  in  the  Unitarian  Church  and 
the  Friends  Meeting  in  Eugene.  Leonard  died  July  9, 1994, 
in  Cottage  Grove. 

Len  was  known  as  an  idealist  who  refused  to  profess 
beliefs  he  did  not  personally  experience  and  because  he 
could  not  honestly  say  he  had  experienced  divine  encoun- 
ters, he  remained  an  atheist  all  his  life.  He  was  an  artist, 
showing  considerable  talent  as  a painter.  He  had  an  ac- 
quisitive mind  and  was  an  avid  reader. 

Len  did  his  best  to  live  his  ideals.  To  express  his  com- 
mitment to  global  understanding,  he  studied  Esperanto. 
When  the  family  traveled  through  Europe  he  carried  a 
"World  Citizen"  passport.  He  gave  hours  of  time  working 
for  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  and  at- 
tended three  annual  meetings.  At  one  Willamette  Quar- 
terly Meeting  Len  made  wooden  name  tags  for  all  attenders. 
He  loved  children  and  was  especially  tender  with  the 
young  Salvadoran  children  who  were  in  sanctuary  in  the 
care  of  Eugene  Meeting. 

One  demonstration  of  Len's  deep  concern  for  energy 
conservation  was  his  interest  in  human-powered  vehicles. 
His  design  of  a cam-driven,  side-by-side  tandem,  recum- 
bent bicycle  was  both  egalitarian  and  whimsical. 

There's  no  doubt  that  with  his  luminous  white  hair, 
piercing  eyes,  cavernous  voice  and  easy  laughter,  Leonard 
Field  was  a notable  figure.  He  was  eccentric,  unpredict- 
able, and  funny.  The  world  is  not  the  same  without  him.  ■ 

Maury  Gutkin 

Maury  Gutkin  died  Sunday,  July  10,  1994,  just  before 
his  eightieth  birthday.  He  was  bom  in  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania, July  21,  1914.  Maury  married  Helen  Race  on 
Memorial  Day,  1937. 

He  worked  for  Walsh-Kaiser  as  a foreman  shipbuilder 
in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  from  1942  to  1945,  where  he 
supervised  the  building  of  Liberty  ships  and  taught  ship 
building. 

In  1954  Maury,  Helen  and  daughter  Rikki  moved  to 
California  where  he  was  employed  by  the  South  Counties 
Gas  Company  and  attended  college  to  become  an  English 
teacher,  earning  an  M.A.  degree  with  Junior  College  and 


Life  Secondary  Teaching  credentials  in  1966.  He  retired 
after  sixteen  years  of  teaching  in  East  Los  Angeles  in  1982 
and  moved  to  Leisure  World. 

He  was  elected  to  the  Mutual  Three  Board  of  Directors 
in  1985  and  served  as  its  president  until  1987.  He  was  then 
elected  to  the  Golden  Rain  Board  where  he  served  as  vice 
chairman  of  the  Recreation  Committee  and  as  a member  of 
the  Resales,  Physical  Property  and  Security,  Bus,  and 
Traffic  Committees.  He  served  the  City  of  Seal  Beach  as  a 
member  of  its  Civil  Service  Board  and  was  chairperson  for 
five  years.  In  1984  he  was  appointed  by  the  City  Council  to 
its  Business  and  Development  Task  Force  to  devise  ways 
of  revitalizing  the  Main  Street  Area. 

He  was  a member  of  Marloma  Monthly  Meeting  in 
Long  Beach,  California.  A firm  believer  in  equal  rights  and 
opportunity  for  all,  he  expended  his  efforts  to  that  end.  He 
is  survived  by  his  wife  Helen  and  daughter  Rikki.  ■ 

Akie  Nagami  Reynolds 

Akie  Reynolds,  beloved  member  of  Santa  Cmz  Monthly 
Meeting,  died  on  July  2, 1994,  of  breast  cancer  at  the  age  of 
fifty-two. 

Akie  was  a native  of  Tokuyama-shi,  Japan.  In  1964  she 
married  Earle  L.  Reynolds,  an  anthropologist  and  peace 
activist.  Sailing  aboard  the  yacht  Phoenix,  they  helped 
deliver  medical  supplies  to  North  Vietnam  and  made  a 
friendship  voyage  to  the  former  U.S.S.R.  In  1970  they 
sailed  the  Phoenix  to  Santa  Cruz.  From  1970  to  1973  Akie 
and  Earle  were  co-directors  of  the  newly  established  Quaker 
Center  in  Ben  Lomond. 

Akie  later  served  as  librarian  and  international  coun- 
selor in  the  University  of  California  Career  Center  in  Santa 
Cruz  where  she  introduced  many  students  to  careers  in 
international  peace  keeping  and  social  justice.  She  earned 
a B.A.  degree  from  UCSC  and  a M.A.  degree  in  Peace 
Studies  from  Antioch  College. 

A member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  Santa 
Cruz  Japanese  Cultural  Fair,  she  was  active  with  the 
Women's  International  League  for  Peace  and  Freedom 
and  the  Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation.  Akie 
was  often  called  on  to  act  as  translator  for  city  government 
affairs  and  after  her  retirement  acted  as  consultant  to 
Japanese  and  U.S.  business  people.  She  was  active  in  the 
Friend  in  the  Orient  Committee  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 

Akie  will  be  remembered  for  her  work  with  the  chil- 
dren in  Santa  Cruz  Meeting,  teaching  them  the  Japanese 
art  of  Origami,  and  in  Yearly  Meeting,  where  she  assisted 
them  in  the  recognition  of  Hiroshima  Day. 

Akie  is  survived  by  her  husband  of  thirty  years,  Earle  L. 
Reynolds;  her  mother,  Yoshie  Nagami  of  Fliroshima,  Ja- 
pan; her  brother,  Kazuyuki  Nagami,  also  of  Hiroshima;  a 
sister,  Sachie  Komeima  of  Chiba,  Japan;  two  nephews;  and 
a niece. ■ 
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All  ads  submitted  must  be  consistent  with 
the  beliefs  and  testimonies  of  Friends. 
$.40  per  word.  Minimum  charge,  $8.00. 
Add  10%  if  boxed.  Ads  should  be  pre- 
paid, if  possible.  Send  for  information 
sheet  with  prices  for  display  ads  and  re- 
quirements. Copy  deadline:  30  days  prior 
to  publication.  Publishing  of  advertise- 
ments does  not  imply  endorsement  by 
Friends  Bulletin. 

VOLUNTEER  MANAGER(S)  OF 
QUAKER  CENTER  IN  MEXICO  CITY: 

Casa  de  los  Amigos  seeks  a live-in  couple 
or  individual  to  manage  its  fifty-bed  guest 
house  and  service  center.  Requirements: 
familiarity  with  Friends,  some  Spanish,  1 - 
2-year  commitment  beginning  in  sum- 
mer/fall 1995.  Contact  Tobin  Marsh,  Casa 
de  los  Amigos,  Ignacio  Mariscal  132, 
06030  Mexico  D.F.,  MEXICO;  phone 
(52-5)  705-0521,  fax  705-0771. 

CABIN  ON  PUGET  SOUND 

Libby  Van  Dolsen’s  great  aunt’s  cabin  on 
Key  Peninsula,  Puget  Sound.  Great  view 
of  Mt.  Rainier  over  water,  stairs  to  beach. 
19th-century  plumbing,  but  has  real  elec- 
tric lights.  Shower  with  hot  & cold  water, 
porch  swing,  wood  heat,  huckleberries, 
shorebirds.  $40  night,  $200  week,  $600 
month  (bring  sleeping  bags).  $50  refund- 
able cleaning  deposit.  Call  Anita 
Matthay,  (206)  746-0919  or  Michael 
Matthay  (707)  964-8114. 

Subscribe  to  Friends  Bulletin. 

Please  enclose  $20  for  individual  and 
gift  subscriptions,  $16  for  meeting  sub- 
scriptions (state  meeting),  and  $14  for 
low  income  and  student  subscriptions. 

Name  

Address  

City/State/Zip 

□ New  □ Gift  □ Renewal 

Meeting 

Contributions  to  Friends  Bulletin  are 
tax  deductible  and  most  welcome. 
Please  mail  to  Friends  Bulletin,  1620 
NW  Menlo  Drive,  Corvallis,  OR 
97330. 


HIGH  SCHOOL  YOUTH  CAMP 
AT  PENDLE  HILL:  Participate  in  in- 
ner-city workcamp,  learn  conflict  reso- 
lution skills,  explore  arts  and  crafts,  and 
build  community  with  folks  from 
around  the  country.  July  8-15.  Grades  9- 
12.  Contact  Alex  Kern  (800)  742-3150. 

MAINTENANCE  MANAGER 

Maintenance  Manager  wanted  for  Quaker 
Center,  small  conference-retreat  center  in 
Northern  California.  Needs  many  practi- 
cal skills.  Applications  due  June  10.  Start 
September  30.  Call  (408)  336-8333. 

FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON 
NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  (FCNL) 

FCNL  seeks  full-time  Legislative  Secre- 
tary (lobbyist).  Job  requires  knowledge  of 
and  some  experience  with  legislative  pro- 
cesses; excellent  writing,  research,  and 
communication  skills;  understanding  of 
and  sympathy  with  Friends’  testimonies 
and  FCNL’s  legislative  policies;  excel- 
lent interpersonal  skills  and  ability  to 
work  in  coalitions.  Application  deadline 
June  15.  Salary  range  $38,700-$48,400; 
full  benefits.  Send  letter  of  inquiry  to: 
Nancy  Marlow,  FCNL,  245  Second  St 
NE,  Washington,  DC  20002-5795. 

SCATTERGOOD 

FRIENDS  SCHOOL  DIRECTOR 

We  are  seeking  a director  for  Scattergood 
Friends  School  beginning  July  1,  1995. 
Scattergood  is  a co-educational,  college 
preparatory,  boarding  high  school  in  rural 
Iowa.  Students  experience  a working  farm 
and  have  access  to  a major  university. 
Contact:  Search  Committee,  SFS,  Route 
1,  Box  32,  West  Branch,  lA  52358-9715. 


INCLUSIVE  WORSHIP 

Trying  to  contact  women  excluded  from 
Pacific  Northwest  Quaker  Women’s 
Theology  Conference  for  inclusive 
worship  together  June  8-11,  1995. 
Please  write/call  Dorothy  Mack,  2171 
Janssen,  Corvallis,  OR  97330,  (503)  758- 
3458. 


Vital  Statistics 

Births 

• Peter  James  Neumann,  born  to 
Gretchen  Neumann  and  Phil  Stone 
(and  sister  Katy  and  brother  Tho- 
mas), December  21,  1994,  Santa 
Cruz  Meeting 

• Rose  Gates  Mackenzie,  born  to 
Sharon  Gates  and  David  Mackenzie, 
March  24,  1995,  Orange  Grove 
Meeting. 

Deaths 

• Margaret  Henshaw  Brooks,  February 
18,  1995,  Davis  Meeting. 

• Beatrice  Myers,  February  25,  1995, 
Berkeley  Meeting. 

• Kristin  Freitas,  February  26,  1995, 
Santa  Cruz  Meeting. 

• George  Hardin,  March  10,  1995, 
Pima  Meeting. 

• Bill  Switzer,  March  17,  1995,  Davis 
Meeting. 

• Leslie  Spelman,  March  20, 1 995,  San 
Diego  Meeting. 

New  Members 

• Emily  Maraie  (transfer  from  Fresh 
Pond  Meeting,  Cambridge,  Mass.), 
(Mendocino  W.  G.),  Redwood 
Forest. 

• John  DeValcourt,  Santa  Cruz. 

• Frank  Walker  (transfer  from  Santa 
Moniea  Meeting),  Redwood  Forest.a 

AFSC/IMYM 
Joint  Service  Projects 

June  3-14  A return  to  Hopi  and  Dineh 
lands  in  the  four  comers  region.  We  will 
work  to  form  friendship  bonds  in  communi- 
ties we  have  visited  and  served  before. 

June  17-21  Join  us  for  a brief  project 
on  the  Western  Slope  of  Colorado.  Do 
this  one  on  your  way  to  IM  YM  and  stretch 
your  yearly  meeting  experience.  Espe- 
cially for  young  Friends. 

July  30- August  5 A visittotheOglala 
Lakota  in  South  Dakota.  We  will  look  in 
on  projects  operated  by  staff  of  the  AFSC  ’ s 
North  Central  Region.  We  will  learn  about 
the  Buffalo  Project,  and  the  treaty  disputes 
over  the  Black  Hills  and  the  Badlands,  and 
will  visit  Wounded  Knee. 

Mike  Gray,  Coordinator,  9910-B 
Poudre  Canyon  Hwy,  Bell  vue,  CO  805 1 2, 
(303)490-2585.  ■ 
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Call  to  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
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The  Hurt  of  One  is  the  Hurt  of  All 

Welcome,  Friends,  to  the  23rd  Annual  Session  of  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  to 
be  held  July  20-23, 1995,  at  the  Evergreen  State  College  in  Olympia,  Washington.  Let 
us  look  forward  to  a time  of  spiritual  fellowship  as  we  worship  with  one  another,  as  we 
catch  up  on  the  lives  we  have  lived  since  we  met  last  year,  as  we  share  meals  with  each 
other,  as  we  attend  to  the  business  that  is  brought  before  us.  There  are  so  many 
opportunities  for  spiritual  nurture  at  yearly  meeting.  I hope  this  year  you  will  try 
something  you  might  not  have  done  before.  Would  you  like  to  lead  singing  at  the 
beginning  of  a plenary  session?  How  about  dancing  with  Junior  Friends  on  Saturday 
night?  Try  eating  lunch  at  a table  where  you  know  no  one.  Try  doing  your  volunteer 
time  with  an  age  group  of  children  you  rarely  interact  with.  Try  greeting  others  with 
the  greeting  often  used  by  early  Friends  "How  does  Truth  fare  with  thee?"  You  might 
find  yourself  leaving  yearly  meeting  with  a level  of  spiritual  sustenance  you  have  not 
known  in  a long  time. 

In  the  spirit  of  broadening  our  horizons,  we  will  be  trying  a focus  quite  different 
from  our  usual  Friend-in-Residence  centered  theme.  This  year  our  keynote  presenta- 
tion will  be  by  the  Growth  and  Prevention  Theater  Company.  GAP  Theater,  based  in 
Seattle,  but  happy  to  travel,  writes  and  performs  plays  for  middle  school,  high  school, 
college,  and  adult  audiences  on  social  change  themes.  They  will  perform  for  us  a play. 
The  Hurt  of  One,  which  looks  at  racism  as  it  occurs  in  our  schools  and  communities. 
The  title  of  the  play  and  the  theme  for  this  year's  yearly  meeting  come  from  a 1983 
Native  American  conference  held  at  the  University  of  Lethbridge  and  hosted  by  the 
Four  Worlds  Development  Project,  Native  American  Studies.  "The  hurt  of  one  is  the 
hurt  of  all,  the  honor  of  one  is  the  honor  of  all."  Yearly  Meeting  plarmers  hope  that  the 
play  and  the  discussion  which  follows  will  inspire  self-reflection  and  encourage  us  to 
look  at  concrete  ways  in  which  we  might  address  our  own  racist  attitudes  and 
behaviors.  The  Company  will  join  us  for  lunch  following  the  performance,  will  lead 
Interest  Groups,  and  will  be  available  to  meet  with  Junior  Friends  on  Friday  afternoon. 

Although  we  do  plan  to  return  next  year  to  our  more  traditional  Friend-in- 
Residence  format,  we  hope  that  those  who  attend  NPYM  this  year  will  enjoy  the 
change  of  pace  GAP  Theater  will  provide  for  us.  It  will  be  an  exciting  and  challenging 
time  for  all  and  will  provide  a wonderful  opportunity  for  rich  interaction  between 
Junior  Friends  and  adult  Yearly  Meeting. 

Your  Annual  Session  Planning  Committee  is  aware  of  your  positive  response  to  the 
presence  of  Donna  Sweeney  as  Quaker  Educator  at  the  1994  Annual  Session.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  positive  reports  of  this  experience  cannot  be  considered  or  acted  upon  by 
the  Annual  Session  Planning  Committee  in  time  to  have  a Quaker  Educator  this  session. 

Registration  forms  will  be  available  in  your  monthly  meeting,  preparative  meeting, 
or  worship  group  in  May . Y ou  will  note  that  costs  are  higher  this  year  than  in  the  recent 
past.  Please  be  assured  that  your  Annual  Session  Planning  Committee  is  aware  of  the 
financial  hardship  this  will  place  on  some  individuals  and  families.  The  Yearly 
Meeting  has  funds  available  for  financial  aid.  Please  apply  to  your  meeting  for  help. 
Your  meeting  can  ask  for  reimbursement  from  the  Yearly  Meeting  for  whatever 
amounts  they  grant  in  financial  aid  assistance.  Financial  reasons  should  not  keep  you 
from  attending  what  promises  to  be  a wonderful  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 

I want  to  close  by  extending  a very  special  invitation  to  the  twenty  per  cent  of  yearly 
meeting  members  who  live  away  from  the  1-5  corridor — especially  you  wonderful 
people  in  Montana  and  Idaho!  I know  it's  a long  trip.  I drove  from  Seattle  to  Great  Falls 
for  the  Montana  Gathering  of  Friends  in  February.  And  it's  equally  far  from  there  to 
Olympia.  It's  worth  the  effort.  Fellowship  with  other  Friends  and  the  opportunity  to 
worship  God  in  the  corporate  body  which  is  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  is  very 
special.  I hope  many  of  you  will  make  the  effort  to  be  with  us  this  year. 

Margaret  Sorrel,  Presiding  Clerk 


VO 
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Margaret  Sorrel, 
NPYM  Presiding  Clerk. 
Staff  photo. 
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